
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



352 Exanbiation of Lines of Alexander Pope [^May. 



countenance of a friend pour 1' en. 
yisager : it is of material aid in the 
development of thought, eventhough 
your friend otters not a word : 
you explore your own sentiment in 
the reflection of his countenance. 
Does not the whole world bear wit- 
ness to this advantage in the words 
character, and reputation ? We 
Mand upon reputation as a basis oo 
which to build the fair pillar of 
cbaracttr, thai thereon may be 
traced new characters of tair impost, 
■worthy to be read and to perpetu- 
ate our names to future times. 

A.S. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 
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OF AlEX- 



*' For formt of goyernmcnt let fooli con- 

tC6t, 

Whate'er is best administer'd is best ; 

For modes of faith let graceless zealots 

fight, 
Hit can't be trroog, whose life is ia the 

right." 



parts of the body politic, being 
Well regulated and poised, there 
may be no jarring or dissonance in 
the admioistration ; how shall they 
know to form a constitution, or to 
keep it in order by wise provisions 
and checks when con^^tituted ? How 
shall th£y know at the diiferent 
periods of time, when opportunity 
is afforded for adjustment, what is 
out of order, and how to apply 
the salutary remedy ? Is it not 
by understanding any machine, 
whether it be mathematical, as a 
globe or an orrery ; or mechanical, 
as a clock, a ste^im-engine, or a 
mill, that we shall know how to re. 
gulate its movements, and to keep 
it in order ? Depend upon it, if 
men who are to be governed, do 
not study the science of govern- 
ment for the purpose of introducing 
these wise and salutary adjustments, 
those who are to govern will study 
how to ,$ubjugate them, to take ad- 
vantage of their ignorance, toilles, 
and vices, to ride upun their necks, 
I conclijde therefore, that this sen- 
timent of Pope iv a most pernicious 



A 



£, ,. .. one, and instead of those being reck- 

S these lines have a jingle, they oned fools who audict themselves to 

pass for truth. IVow I am de- ,he science of government, that 

there is not in the compass of human 
inteUect, a nwre iuiportant topic to 
occupy and exercise the human 
uiiftd than tbi-s very thing. Ttie 
business is not, says the wise pleader 
in SaUust, speaking of the Catiline 
conspiracy, to consider how or in 
what manner we shad o<;cupy or 
enjoy the blessiugs of life, but 
whether we siiail live at ail, or we, 
our wives, and our obildren become 
the prey <ii civil and niilitHry 
rapine. It is .owing to tliis, having 
wise statesmen, men vvho appreciated 
the value, and exerciied the taieut 
of political wisdom, that the state 
of England has risen pre-eminent 
among the nations : ihi-se w«ie men 
who did not basely buuiproraise or 
give in exchange their civil free- 



sirous in company with you, Can- 
didus, to examine them to the bot- 
tom, to try if they be true, or 
ilierely truisn)?, that is, having a 
faint resemblance of truth. Beware 
of professing Irieiiris that you have 
I'Oi proved : put not too much con- 
fidence in these, or tiity perhaps 
may .sting ynu to the heart. We 
arm against declared enemies. This 
reminds me oi Dr. Johnson's fattier, 
who osfd to kck liie hail-door 
every nijjht, though the house was 
open and e.xposed on the rvre. Ttie 
st-ntiment of Po|-€ .«etms to declare 
against studying ihe science of 
^ovtrnmeni, ;he Respolitica, as a 
tiigaiuiy thing. If men wijl not 
sividy g'jveinratnl to discover the 
*)stst system, by which all the 
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don)> for b«se and soiditl gold. It 
was this that elevattd the Roman 
state before, and gave her a com- 
manding iidluence among the na- 
tions, that she was able to prescribe 
laws, and- dictate terms of obed- 
ience evfn to the wise Greeks, 
much more to the nations of ua- 
cultivaled life, though ever so vio- 
lent and uiitractabie. Wise men 
and good men studying laws aisd 
civil polity, thus sat upon the back 
of the leviathan, this ungovernable 
mankind, and guided him whither- 
soever they would. Hence it is by 
wise jaws "that the whole frame and 
system of nature is regulated. 
Bvtry thing that is formed for per- 
manence, must be formed with re- 
gular adjustments: the planets are 
kept in their spheres by divine 
wisdom and saKuary regulation, and 
are restrained by the, laws impressed 
on ^'bc planetary system, that they 
do not fall into, become ingnlpbed 
or swallowed up in the monarch 
«un. He shines in his majestic 
sphere, and irradiates all creation 
round With refreshing light and 
heat,- which duly administered, 
supply ail iheir several necessities ; 
he promotes their being and well- 
being, and tills them with lite, ani- 
mation and joy. Hence it was 
that the morning stars sang together: 
their songs were directed towards 
the auspicions framer of that sys- 
tem, who framed it in infinite wis- 
dom, and laid the foundation of 
their joy. I would ask the implicit 
admirers of Mr. Pope, what they 
would think of a government where- 
in his Satanic majesty presided. 
We conceive of this fallen spirit 
that he is wise, at least subtle, and 
that he is fond of rule and exercisr 
ing dominion : 1 think the acknow- 
ledgment of the world says so : 
But wUat is his rule for ? What is 
the end of his government ? Do 
you think it is to make man happy 



or miserable ? But has ha n.ii 
many wise plausibilities to impu^sj 
on the unwary ? And has he not 
succeeded to admiration, and miser- 
ably gulled ai:d fascinated niulti- 
tud'js of the unfortunate huinan 
rate to their ruin ? One of his 
famous expedients and policies of 
his goveriimcnt is in the art of war, 
wberi;by tfie brethren of the human 
nice are instruc ed to cut one 
another's throats — Oh ! no, that 
would he ungeiueel — well, I only 
use it as a figure of speech — they 
literally blow out one another's 
brains. This is ail done (i'ti assure 
you,) Willi all due decorum, .its 
atiybody may see, that will take 
the trouble to look at an army drawn 
up in regiilar ranks fuliy caparison- 
ed, Irunijjits blowing, drums beat. 
ii!g, colours Hying, you would 
think it was preparation made for a 
scene of gocdiy sort, and to cele- 
brate the triumph and . consum- 
maiion of human happiness : no 
such matter ! it is — all this fine prt- 
paratiiin, this grand shew, this 
beautiful order, this array, and 
n;arlial music, is all Satan's king- 
dom in full display, wherein man- 
kind are uaiiantly occupied in 
n>utua) destruciiuii ; and wiieii the 
deed is done, the dreadful evil is 
achieved, there are men who can sit 
down, and men calling themselves 
Christians loo, who sil down, 
and write, and applaud national 
spirit. Now, you aUmners oi Mr. 
Pope, wiiat think you ot tins f 
Look, I beseech you on rhis picture; 
and if you have a n,intJ to sec it in 
perlection, then shew or set before 
it its contrast, the life, the character, 
the policies of government ol the 
blessed Jesus. Jjo you not thmii 
now that the monarch above intio- 
duced, has administered wed, th-at 
is eiieciualiy ? Yes, surely, and 
with most certain and lata! elfi-ct 
to establish bis s^ item, and the ends 
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«nd policies of his government, to 
exterminate Ihe system of peace, 
and non-resistance, and meekness, 
«nd brotherly kindness from the 
earth. Bat Satan's talents and 
policies of government lie many 
ways ; he doeo nut always f>xh b' 

** The pomp and cireumttaiici of gloriou* 
war." 

He works by sap, by secret hidden 
wile and pol cy : he unites the 
vigour of an Ajax wit-h the policies, 
tricks, and cunning of a ^ily 
Ulysses : for 

." Many shapes 

Of death, and many are the wayi that 

lead 
To hi> grim care !" Milton. 

Turn we now to the latter two 
lines of our text. Candidas, 
let me look into thy charming 
countenance to unfold thy secret 
thought. According to Mr. Pope, 
it is no matter what sort of faiih we 
profess, or of what religion we 
are. What think yog of this? What 
•ays the Catholic to this ? What 
says' the Protestant, the Calvinist, 
the Lutheran, the Methodist, the 
Quaker 1 hear a universal clamour: 
all cry mine, mine, mine! For 
this once, gentlemen, you have all 
spoken the same thing. Indeed 
theie are many who differ so far 
from Pope, that they consider faith 
to be every thing, and holding 
what they call the orthodox senti- 
ment, to atone for many at>errations 
from sound practice or a good life. 
Orthodox — Would these good gen- 
tlemen please to explain the word 
to me, ior I do not understand it. 
I consider it as arbitrary and remote 
from a fixed standard, as the first 
peridian ; which every nation (as 
in this case every sect,} varies to 



their own liking. Till this is fixed, 
I believe we must suit ourselves to 
the sentiment of Mr. Pope. He 
Vfzs I suppose a Christian : and if 
his measured verse had permitted, 
I suppose be would have said 
"Christian faith." Does he stretch 
his sentiment to take in the modera 
fiillowers of Mahomet ? The wor- 
shippers of images ? Of the sun 
and moon ? Or the people we call 
heathen ? Does he admit the Jew* 
who crucified Christ i Perhap* 
they thoiigbt they were doini^ right, 
as many now a days think they do, 
or say so at least, although their 
profession of bearing arms is dia- 
metrically reverse to his peaceable 
kingdom. On the whole, I think 
Candidus, that this latter senti- 
ment of Pope, is the sounder of the 
two, with this provision, that the 
man whose life is in the right, who 
has it squared and fashioned on 
the perfect model — for a right line 
(you know) can have no curve — no 
snailnw of turning — is there any 
sucf( jijan J Eut admit there be, 
then I thmk the principle of recti- 
tude that is in him will correct a 
great many of his prejudices, his 
superstitions, his prepossessions. 
His faith will stand fair for being 
drawn into the correctness of heaven- 
ly orthodoxy : for Christ hath pro- 
mised — he who spake truth and no 
lie hath promised, " Whoso doeth 
my will, shall know of roy doc- 
trine." On this account, in ordiei 
to have correctness of sentiment, 
I believe we must set out with ror- 
rettiiess of living, lest we hapfien 
to be included in this description 
following. " Thou say est thou be- 
lievest in God — it is well : the 
devils also believe and tremble." 



